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Federal Communications Commission § 11.52 

(2) Manual interrupt of programming and 
transmission of EAS messages may be used. 
EAS messages with the EAN Event code 
must be transmitted immediately and 
Monthly EAS test messages within 60 min-
utes. All actions must be logged and include 
the minimum information required for EAS 
video messages. 

(n) EAS Participants may employ a min-
imum delay feature, not to exceed 15 min-
utes, for automatic interruption of EAS 
codes. However, this may not be used for the 
EAN event which must be transmitted im-
mediately. The delay time for an RMT mes-
sage may not exceed 60 minutes. 

(o) Either manual or automatic operation 
of EAS equipment may be used by EAS Par-
ticipants that use remote control. If manual 
operation is used, an EAS decoder must be 
located at the remote control location and it 
must directly monitor the signals of the two 
assigned EAS sources. If direct monitoring of 
the assigned EAS sources is not possible at 
the remote location, automatic operation is 
required. If automatic operation is used, the 
remote control location may be used to over-
ride the transmission of an EAS alert. EAS 
Participants may change back and forth be-
tween automatic and manual operation. 

§ 11.52 EAS code and Attention Signal 
Monitoring requirements. 

(a) Before January 1, 1998, broadcast 
stations must be capable to receiving 
the Attention Signal required by 
§ 11.32(a)(9) and emergency messages of 
other broadcast stations during their 
hours of operation. Effective January 
1, 1997, all broadcast stations must in-
stall and operate during their hours of 
operation, equipment capable of receiv-
ing and decoding, either automatically 
or manually, the EAS header codes, 
emergency messages and EOM code. 
The effective dates for cable and wire-
less cable systems to install and oper-
ate EAS equipment are set forth in 
§ 11.11. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): After January 1, 
1998, the two-tone Attention Signal will not 
be used to actuate two-tone decoders but will 
be used as an aural alert signal. 

(b) If manual interrupt is used as au-
thorized in § 11.51(j)(2), decoders must 
be located so that operators at their 
normal duty stations at broadcast sta-
tions and cable systems and wireless 
cable systems can be alerted imme-
diately when EAS messages are re-
ceived. 

(c) Broadcast stations and cable sys-
tems and wireless cable systems that 

are co-owned and co-located with a 
combined studio or control facility 
(such as an AM and FM licensed to the 
same entity and at the same location 
or a cable headend serving more than 
one system) may comply with the EAS 
monitoring requirements contained in 
this section for the combined station 
or system with one EAS Decoder. The 
requirements of § 11.33 must be met by 
the combined facility. 

(d) Broadcast stations and cable sys-
tems and wireless cable systems must 
monitor two EAS sources. The moni-
toring assignments of each broadcast 
station and cable system and wireless 
cable system are specified in the State 
EAS Plan and FCC Mapbook. They are 
developed in accordance with FCC 
monitoring priorities. 

(1) If the required EAS sources can-
not be received, alternate arrange-
ments or a waiver may be obtained by 
written request to the FCC’s EAS of-
fice. In an emergency, a waiver may be 
issued over the telephone with a follow 
up letter to confirm temporary or per-
manent reassignment. 

(2) Broadcast station and cable sys-
tem and wireless cable system manage-
ment shall determine which header 
codes will automatically interrupt 
their programming for State and Local 
Area emergency situations affecting 
their audiences. 

(e) Broadcast stations and cable sys-
tems and wireless cable systems are re-
quired to interrupt normal program-
ming either automatically or manually 
when they receive an EAS message in 
which the header code contains the 
Event codes for Emergency Action No-
tification (EAN), Emergency Action 
Termination (EAT), and Required 
Monthly Test (RMT) for their State or 
State/county location. 

(1) Automatic interrupt of program-
ming is required when facilities are un-
attended. Automatic operation must 
provide a permanent record of the EAS 
message that contains at a minimum 
the following information: Originator, 
Event, Location and valid time period 
of the message. 

(2) Manual interrupt of programming 
and transmission of EAS messages may 
be used. EAS messages with the EAN 
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Event code must be transmitted imme-
diately and Monthly EAS test mes-
sages within 60 minutes. All actions 
must be logged and recorded. Decoders 
must be programmed for the EAN and 
EAT Event header codes for National 
level emergencies and the RMT and 
RWT Event header codes for required 
monthly and weekly tests, with the ap-
propriate accompanying State and 
State/county location codes. 

[59 FR 67092, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 56000, Nov. 6, 1995; 63 FR 29665, June 1, 
1998; 67 FR 18510, Apr. 16, 2002] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 71036, Nov. 
25, 2005, § 11.52 was revised, effective either 
Dec. 31, 2006, or after approval has been given 
by the Office of Management and Budget, 
whichever comes later. For the convenience 
of the user, the revised text is set forth as 
follows: 

§ 11.52 EAS code and Attention Signal Moni-
toring requirements. 

(a) EAS Participants must be capable of re-
ceiving the Attention Signal required by 
§ 11.32(a)(9) and emergency messages of other 
broadcast stations during their hours of op-
eration. EAS Participants must install and 
operate during their hours of operation, 
equipment capable of receiving and decoding, 
either automatically or manually, the EAS 
header codes, emergency messages and EOM 
code. EAS Participants must comply with 
these requirements by the dates set forth in 
§ 11.11. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (A): The two-tone At-
tention Signal will not be used to actuate 
two-tone decoders but will be used as an 
aural alert signal. 

(b) If manual interrupt is used as author-
ized in § 11.51(m)(2), decoders must be located 
so that operators at their normal duty sta-
tions can be alerted immediately when EAS 
messages are received. 

(c) EAS Participants that are co-owned 
and co-located with a combined studio or 
control facility (such as an AM and FM li-
censed to the same entity and at the same 
location or a cable headend serving more 
than one system) may comply with the EAS 
monitoring requirements contained in this 
section for the combined station or system 
with one EAS Decoder. The requirements of 
§ 11.33 must be met by the combined facility. 

(d) EAS Participants must monitor two 
EAS sources. The monitoring assignments of 
each broadcast station and cable system and 
wireless cable system are specified in the 
State EAS Plan and FCC Mapbook. They are 
developed in accordance with FCC moni-
toring priorities. 

(1) If the required EAS sources cannot be 
received, alternate arrangements or a waiver 

may be obtained by written request to the 
FCC’s EAS office. In an emergency, a waiver 
may be issued over the telephone with a fol-
low up letter to confirm temporary or per-
manent reassignment. 

(2) The management of EAS Participants 
shall determine which header codes will 
automatically interrupt their programming 
for State and Local Area emergency situa-
tions affecting their audiences. 

(e) EAS Participants are required to inter-
rupt normal programming either automati-
cally or manually when they receive an EAS 
message in which the header code contains 
the Event codes for Emergency Action Noti-
fication (EAN), Emergency Action Termi-
nation (EAT), and Required Monthly Test 
(RMT) for their State or State/county loca-
tion. 

(1) Automatic interrupt of programming is 
required when facilities are unattended. 
Automatic operation must provide a perma-
nent record of the EAS message that con-
tains at a minimum the following informa-
tion: Originator, Event, Location and valid 
time period of the message. 

(2) Manual interrupt of programming and 
transmission of EAS messages may be used. 
EAS messages with the EAN Event code 
must be transmitted immediately and 
Monthly EAS test messages within 60 min-
utes. All actions must be logged and re-
corded as specified in §§ 11.35(a) and 
11.54(b)(13). Decoders must be programmed 
for the EAN and EAT Event header codes for 
National level emergencies and the RMT and 
RWT Event header codes for required month-
ly and weekly tests, with the appropriate ac-
companying State and State/county location 
codes. 

§ 11.53 Dissemination of Emergency 
Action Notification. 

Initiation of the EAN by any one of 
the following sources is sufficient to 
begin the emergency actions in § 11.54. 

(a) National Level. The EAN is issued 
by the White House. The EAN message 
is sent from a government origination 
point to broadcast stations and other 
entities participating in the PEP sys-
tem. It is then disseminated via: 

(1) Radio and television broadcast 
stations. 

(2) Cable systems and wireless cable 
systems. 

(3) Other entities voluntarily partici-
pating in EAS. 

(b) State level and Local Area levels. 
EAN dissemination arrangements at 
these levels originate from State and 
local governments in accordance with 
State and Local Area plans. 
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