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§73.72 Operating during the experi-
mental period.

(a) An AM station may operate dur-
ing the experimental period (the time
between midnight and sunrise, local
time) on its assigned frequency and
with its authorized power for the rou-
tine testing and maintenance of its
transmitting system, and for con-
ducting experimentation under an ex-
perimental authorization, provided no
interference is caused to other stations
maintaining a regular operating sched-
ule within such period.

(b) No station licensed for ‘‘daytime”
or ‘‘specified hours” of operation may
broadcast any regular or scheduled pro-
gram during this period.

(c) The licensee of an AM station
shall operate or refrain from operating
its station during the experimental pe-
riod as directed by the FCC to facili-
tate frequency measurements or for
the determination of interference.

[43 FR 32780, July 28, 1978, as amended at 56
FR 64859, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.88 Blanketing interference.

The licensee of each broadcast sta-
tion is required to satisfy all reason-
able complaints of blanketing inter-
ference within the 1 V/m contour.

NoTE: For more detailed instructions con-
cerning operational responsibilities of licens-
ees and permittees under this section, see
§73.318 (b), (c) and (d).

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 56
FR 64859, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.99 Presunrise service authoriza-
tion (PSRA) and postsunset service
authorization (PSSA).

(a) To provide maximum uniformity
in early morning operation compatible
with interference considerations, and
to provide for additional service during
early evening hours for Class D sta-

tions, provisions are made for
presunrise service and postsunset serv-
ice. The ©permissible power for

presunrise or postsunset service au-
thorizations shall not exceed 500 watts,
or the authorized daytime or critical
hours power (whichever is less). Cal-
culation of the permissible power shall
consider only co-channel stations for
interference protection purposes.
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(b) Presunrise service authorizations
(PSRA) permit:

(1) Class D stations operating on
Mexican, Bahamian, and Canadian pri-
ority Class A clear channels to com-
mence PSRA operation at 6 a.m. local
time and to continue such operation
until the sunrise times specified in
their basic instruments of authoriza-
tion.

(2) Class D stations situated outside
0.5 mV/m-50% skywave contours of co-
channel U.S. Class A stations to com-
mence PSRA operation at 6 a.m. local
time and to continue such operation
until sunrise times specified in their
basic instruments of authorization.

(3) Class D stations located within
co-channel 0.5 mV/m-50% skywave con-
tours of U.S. Class A stations, to com-
mence PSRA operation either at 6 a.m.
local time, or at sunrise at the nearest
Class A station located east of the
Class D station (whichever is later),
and to continue such operation until
the sunrise times specified in their
basic instruments of authorization.

(4) Class B and Class D stations on re-
gional channels to commence PSRA
operation at 6 a.m. local time and to
continue such operation until local
sunrise times specified in their basic
instruments of authorization.

(c) Extended Daylight Saving Time
Pre-Sunrise Authorizations:

(1) Between the first Sunday in April
and the end of the month of April,
Class D stations will be permitted to
conduct pre-sunrise operation begin-
ning at 6 a.m. local time with a max-
imum power of 500 watts (not to exceed
the station’s regular daytime or crit-
ical hours power), reduced as necessary
to comply with the following require-
ments:

(i) Full protection is to be provided
as specified in applicable international
agreements.

(ii) Protection is to be provided to
the 0.5 mV/m groundwave signals of co-
channel U.S. Class A stations; protec-
tion to the 0.5 mV/m-50% skywave con-
tours of these stations is not required.

(iii) In determining the protection to
be provided, the effect of each inter-
fering signal will be evaluated sepa-
rately. The presence of interference
from other stations will not reduce or
eliminate the required protection.
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(iv) Notwithstanding the require-
ments of paragraph (c)(1) (ii) and (iii)
of this section, the stations will be per-
mitted to operate with a minimum
power of 10 watts unless a lower power
is required by international agreement.

(2) The Commission will issue appro-
priate authorizations to Class D sta-
tions not previously eligible to operate
during this period. Class D stations au-
thorized to operate during this
presunrise period may continue to op-
erate under their current authoriza-
tion.

(d) Postsunset service authorizations
(PSSA) permit:

(1) Class D stations located on Mexi-
can, Bahamian, and Canadian priority
Class A clear channels to commence
PSSA operation at sunset times speci-
fied in their basic instruments of au-
thorization and to continue for two
hours after such specified times.

(2) Class D stations situated outside
0.5 mV/m-50% skywave contours of co-
channel U.S. Class A stations to com-
mence PSSA operations at sunset
times specified in their basic instru-
ments of authorization and to continue
for two hours after such specified
times.

(3) Class D stations located within
co-channel 0.5 mV/m-50% skywave con-
tours of U.S. Class A stations to com-
mence PSSA operation at sunset times
specified in their basic instruments of
authorization and to continue such op-
eration until two hours past such spec-
ified times, or until sunset at the near-
est Class A station located west of the
Class D station, whichever is earlier.
Class D stations located west of the
Class A station do not qualify for
PSSA operation.

(4) Class D stations on regional chan-
nels to commence PSSA operation at
sunset times specified on their basic in-
struments of authorization and to con-
tinue such operation until two hours
past such specified times.

(e) Procedural Matters. (1) Applica-
tions for PSRA and PSSA operation
are not required. Instead, the FCC will
calculate the periods of such operation
and the power to be used pursuant to
the provisions of this section and the
protection requirements contained in
applicable international agreements.
Licensees will be notified of permis-
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sible power and times of operation.
Presunrise and Postsunset service au-
thority permits operation on a sec-
ondary basis and does not confer li-
cense rights. No request for such au-
thority need be filed. However, stations
intending to operate PSRA or PSSA
shall submit by letter, signed as speci-
fied in §73.3513, the following informa-
tion:

(i) Licensee name, station call letters
and station location,

(ii) Indication as to whether PSRA
operation, PSSA operation, or both, is
intended by the station,

(iii) A description of the method
whereby any necessary power reduc-
tion will be achieved.

(2) Upon submission of the required
information, such operation may begin
without further authority.

(f) Technical criteria. Calculations to
determine whether there is objection-
able interference will be determined in
accordance with the AM Broadcast
Technical Standards, §§73.182 through
73.190, and applicable international
agreements. Calculations will be per-
formed using daytime antenna sys-
tems, or critical hours antenna sys-
tems when specified on the license. In
performing calculations to determine
assigned power and times for com-
mencement of PSRA and PSSA oper-
ation, the following standards and cri-
teria will be used:

(1) Class D stations operating in ac-
cordance with paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2),
(d)(A), and (d)(2) of this section are re-
quired to protect the nighttime 0.5 mV/
m-50% skywave contours of co-channel
Class A stations. Where a 0.5 mV/m-50%
skywave signal from the Class A sta-
tion is not produced, the 0.5 mV/m
groundwave contour shall be protected.

(2) Class D stations are required to
fully protect foreign Class B and Class
C stations when operating PSRA and
PSSA; Class D stations operating
PSSA are required to fully protect U.S.
Class B stations. For purposes of deter-
mining protection, the nighttime RSS
limit will be used in the determination
of maximum permissible power.

(3) Class D stations operating in ac-
cordance with paragraphs (d)(2) and
(d)(3) of this section are required to re-
strict maximum 10% skywave radi-
ation at any point on the daytime 0.1
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mV/m groundwave contour of a co-
channel Class A station to 25 pV/m. The
location of the 0.1 mV/m contour of the
Class A station will be determined by
use of Figure M3, Estimated Ground
Conductivity in the United States. When
the 0.1 mV/m contour extends beyond
the national boundary, the inter-
national boundary shall be considered
the 0.1 mV/m contour.

(4) Class B and Class D stations on re-
gional channels operating PSRA and
PSSA (Class D only) are required to
provide full protection to co-channel
foreign Class B and Class C stations.

(5) Class D stations on regional chan-
nels operating PSSA beyond 6 p.m.
local time are required to fully protect
U.S. Class B stations.

(6) The protection that Class D sta-
tions on regional channels are required
to provide when operating PSSA until
6 p.m. local time is as follows.

(i) For the first half-hour of PSSA
operation, protection will be calculated
at sunset plus 30 minutes at the site of
the Class D station;

(ii) For the second half-hour of PSSA
operation, protection will be calculated
at sunset plus one hour at the site of
the Class D station;

(iii) For the second hour of PSSA op-
eration, protection will be calculated
at sunset plus two hours at the site of
the Class D station;

(iv) Minimum powers during the pe-
riod until 6 p.m. local time shall be
permitted as follows:

Calculated power Adjusted minimum power

From 1 to 45 watts ..........c.cceee 50 watts.
Above 45 to 70 watts .. .| 75 watts.
Above 70 to 100 watts .................. 100 watts.

(7) For protection purposes, the
nighttime 25% RSS limit will be used
in the determination of maximum per-
missible power.

(g) Calculations made under para-
graph (d) of this section may not take
outstanding PSRA or PSSA operations
into account, nor will the grant of a
PSRA or PSSA confer any degree of in-
terference protection on the holder
thereof.

(h) Operation under a PSRA or PSSA
is not mandatory, and will not be in-
cluded in determining compliance with
the requirements of §73.1740. To the ex-
tent actually undertaken, however,
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presunrise operation will be considered
by the FCC in determining overall
compliance with past programming
representations and station policy con-
cerning commercial matter.

(i) The PSRA or PSSA is secondary
to the basic instrument of authoriza-
tion with which it is to be associated.
The PSRA or PSSA may be suspended,
modified, or withdrawn by the FCC
without prior notice or right to hear-
ing, if necessary to resolve interference
conflicts, to implement agreements
with foreign governments, or in other
circumstances warranting such action.
Moreover, the PSRA or PSSA does not
extend beyond the term of the basic au-
thorization.

(j) The Commission will periodically
recalculate maximum permissible
power and times for commencing PSRA
and PSSA for each Class D station op-
erating in accordance with paragraph
(c) of this section. The Commission
will calculate the maximum power at
which each individual station may con-
duct presunrise operations during ex-
tended daylight saving time and shall
issue conforming authorizations. These
original notifications and subsequent
notifications should be associated with
the station’s authorization. Upon noti-
fication of new power and time of com-
mencing operation, affected stations
shall make necessary adjustments
within 30 days.

(k) A PSRA and PSSA does not re-
quire compliance with §§73.45, 73.182
and 73.1560 where the operation might
otherwise be considered as technically
substandard. Further, the require-
ments of paragraphs (a)(5), (b)(2), (c)(2),
and (d)(2) of §73.1215 concerning the
scale ranges of transmission system in-
dicating instruments are waived for
PSRA and PSSA operation except for
the radio frequency ammeters used in
determining antenna input power.

(1) A station having an antenna mon-
itor incapable of functioning at the au-
thorized PSRA and PSSA power when
using a directional antenna shall take
the monitor reading using an
unmodulated carrier at the authorized
daytime power immediately prior to
commencing PSRA or PSSA oper-
ations. Special conditions as the FCC
may deem appropriate may be included
for PSRA or PSSA to insure operation
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of the transmitter and associated
equipment in accordance with all
phases of good engineering practice.

[66 FR 64860, Dec. 12, 1991; 57 FR 43290, Sept.
18, 1992, as amended at 58 FR 27950, May 12,
1993]

§73.127 Use of multiplex transmission.

The licensee of an AM broadcast sta-
tion may use its AM carrier to trans-
mit signals not audible on ordinary
consumer receivers, for both broadcast
and non-broadcast purposes subject to
the following requirements:

(a) Such use does not disrupt or de-
grade the station’s own programs or
the programs of other broadcast sta-
tions.

(b) AM carrier services that are com-
mon carrier in nature are subject to
common carrier regulation. Licensees
operating such services are required to
apply to the FCC for the appropriate
authorization and to comply with all
policies and rules applicable to the
service. Responsibility for making the
initial determinations of whether a
particular activity is common carriage
rests with the AM station licensee. Ini-
tial determinations by licensees are
subject to FCC examination and may
be reviewed at the FCC’s discretion.
AM carrier services that are private
carrier in nature must notify the Li-
censing Division of the Private Radio
Bureau at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
17325, by letter, prior to initiating serv-
ice certifying compliance with 47 CFR
parts 90 and 94.

(c) AM carrier services are of a sec-
ondary nature under the authority of
the AM station authorization, and the
authority to provide such communica-
tions services may not be retained or
transferred in any manner separate
from the station’s authorization. The
grant or renewal of an AM station per-
mit or license is not furthered or pro-
moted by proposed or past service. The
permittee or licensee must establish
that the broadcast operation is in the
public interest wholly apart from the
subsidiary communications services
provided.

(d) The station identification, de-
layed recording, and sponsor identifica-
tion announcements required by
§§73.1201, 73.1208, and 73.1212 are not ap-
plicable to leased communications
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services transmitted via services that
are not of a general broadcast program
nature.

(e) The licensee or permittee must
retain control over all material trans-
mitted in a broadcast mode via the sta-
tion’s facilities, with the right to re-
ject any material that it deems inap-
propriate or undesirable.

(f) Installation of the multiplex
transmitting equipment must conform
with the requirements of §73.1690(e).

[47 FR 25345, June 11, 1982, as amended at 49
FR 34015, Aug. 28, 1984; 51 FR 41629, Nov. 18,
1986; 51 FR 44478, Dec. 10, 1986]

§73.128 AM
casting.

(a) An Am broadcast station may,
without specific authority from the
FCC, transmit stereophonic programs
upon installation of type accepted
stereophonic transmitting equipment
and the necessary measuring equip-
ment to determine that the stereo-
phonic transmissions conform to the
modulation characteristics specified in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section.
Stations transmitting stereophonic
programs prior to March 21, 1994 may
continue to do so until March 21, 1995
as long as they continue to comply
with the rules in effect prior to March
21, 1994.

(b) The following limitations on the
transmitted wave must be met to in-
sure compliance with the occupied
bandwidth limitations, compatibility
with AM receivers using envelope de-
tectors, and any applicable inter-
national agreements to which the FCC
is a party:

(1) The transmitted wave must meet
the occupied bandwidth specifications
of §73.44 under all possible conditions
of program modulation. Compliance
with requirement shall be dem-
onstrated either by the following spe-
cific modulation tests or other docu-
mented test procedures that are to be
fully described in the application for
type acceptance and the transmitting
equipment instruction manual. (See
§2.983(d)(8) and (j)).

(i) Main channel (LL+R) under all con-
ditions of amplitude modulations for
the stereophonic system but not ex-
ceeding amplitude modulation on nega-
tive peaks of 100%.

stereophonic broad-



