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Federal Communications Commission § 17.45 

Subpart C—Specifications for Ob-
struction Marking and Lighting 
of Antenna Structures 

§ 17.21 Painting and lighting, when re-
quired. 

Antenna structures shall be painted 
and lighted when: 

(a) They exceed 60.96 meters (200 feet) 
in height above the ground or they re-
quire special aeronautical study. 

(b) The Commission may modify the 
above requirement for painting and/or 
lighting of antenna structures, when it 
is shown by the applicant that the ab-
sence of such marking would not im-
pair the safety of air navigation, or 
that a lesser marking requirement 
would insure the safety thereof. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 42 
FR 54824, Oct. 11, 1977] 

§ 17.22 Particular specifications to be 
used. 

Whenever painting or lighting is re-
quired, the Commission will generally 
assign specifications in accordance 
with the FAA Advisory Circulars ref-
erenced in § 17.23. If an antenna instal-
lation is of such a nature that its 
painting and lighting in accordance 
with these specifications are confusing, 
or endanger rather than assist airmen, 
or are otherwise inadequate, the Com-
mission will specify the type of paint-
ing and lighting or other marking to be 
used in the individual situation. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 61 
FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996] 

§ 17.23 Specifications for painting and 
lighting antenna structures. 

Unless otherwise specified by the 
Commission, each new or altered an-
tenna structure to be registered on or 
after January 1, 1996, must conform to 
the FAA’s painting and lighting rec-
ommendations set forth on the struc-
ture’s FAA determination of ‘‘no haz-
ard,’’ as referenced in the following 
FAA Advisory Circulars: AC 70/7460–1J, 
‘‘Obstruction Marking and Lighting,’’ 
effective January 1, 1996, and AC 150/ 
5345–43E, ‘‘Specification for Obstruc-
tion Lighting Equipment,’’ dated Octo-
ber 19, 1995. These documents are incor-
porated by reference in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a). The documents 

contain FAA recommendations for 
painting and lighting structures which 
pose a potential hazard to air naviga-
tion. For purposes of this part, the 
specifications, standards, and general 
requirements stated in these docu-
ments are mandatory. The Advisory 
Circulars listed are available for in-
spection at the Commission Head-
quarters in Washington, DC, or may be 
obtained from Department of Transpor-
tation, Property Use and Storage Sec-
tion, Subsequent Distribution Office, 
M483.6, Ardmore East Business Center, 
3341 Q 75th Avenue, Landover, MD 
20785, telephone (301) 322–4961, facsimile 
(301) 386–5394. Copies are also available 
for public inspection at the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA). For information on the avail-
ability of this material at NARA, call 
202–741–6030, or go to: http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

[64 FR 27474, May 20, 1999, as amended at 69 
FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004] 

AVIATION RED OBSTRUCTION LIGHTING 
[RESERVED] 

§§ 17.24–17.43 [Reserved] 

§ 17.45 Temporary warning lights. 

During construction of an antenna 
structure, for which red obstruction 
lighting is required, at least two 116- or 
125-watt lamps (A21/TS) enclosed in 
aviation red obstruction light globes, 
shall be installed at the uppermost 
point of the structure. The intensity of 
each lamp shall not be less than 32.5 
candelas. In addition, as the height of 
the structure exceeds each level at 
which permanent obstruction lights 
will be required, two similar lights 
shall be installed at each such level. 
These temporary warning lights shall 
be displayed nightly from sunset to 
sunrise until the permanent obstruc-
tion lights have been installed and 
placed in operation, and shall be posi-
tioned so as to insure unobstructed vis-
ibility of at least one of the lights at 
any normal angle of approach. If prac-
tical, the permanent obstruction lights 
may be installed and operated at each 
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